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DETAILED ACTION 

1 This action is responsive to the amendment filed on December 3 1 , 2003 . 

2 Objection to the abstract is withdrawn because the applicant submitted a proper abstract. 

3 The rejection of claims 1-18 under U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Clausen et 
al. (US 5,061,289) in view of Rose et al, (US 4,900,325), is maintained for the reasons set forth 
in the previous office action in paper No. 4, dated 1 0/03/2003 . 

Response to Applicant's Arguments 

4 ' Applicant's arguments filed 12/3 1/2003 have been folly considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to the rejection based upon Clausen (US' 389) in view of Rose (US' 325), 
Applicant argues that the combination of the references is improper because Clausen teaches a 
laundry list of common couplers and one of the couplers being the material m-phenylenediamine 
which is the sole compound and not considered as a genus of phenylenediamine materials. The 
applicant also argues that nowhere in the disclosure of Clausen, is suggested that substituted 
phenylenediamines may be employed and therefore, it is quite clear to one of ordinary skill in the 
art that Clausen was referring simply to the solitary compound m-phenylenediamine and was not 
enabling an entire genus of materials. The applicant fiirther, argues that Rose fails to disclose or 
teach any pyrazole based developers as described in Clausen and thus, there is no motivation to 
combine the references. 

The examiner respectfiilly disagrees with the above arguments because the primary 
reference of Clausen clearly suggests the use of m-phenylenediamine as a coupler in the dyeing 
composition and Rose as a secondary reference in analogous art of hair dyeing composition 
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teaches that the aminophenylamines are suitable as couplers for a number of known developer 
compounds and produce particularly bright colors showing high stability to light and heat (see 
col. 2, lines 25-28) and, thus, there is a sufficient motivation to one having ordinary skill in the 
art to be motivated to modify the dyeing composition of Clausen by incorporating the m- 
phenylenediamine as taught by Rose to make such a composition with a reasonable expectation 
of success in producing bright colors showing high stability to light and heat . Therefore, the 
rejection is proper and the prima facie case of obviousness has been established. 
5 THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a furst reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to EisaB Elhilo whose telephone number is (571) 272-1315. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M - F (8:00 -5:30) with alternate Friday off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yogendra Gupta can be reached on (571) 272-1316. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Eisa Elhilo 
February 12, 2004 



